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Name: Patricia Oshier	
Date:  3/03/25

Grade Level and/or Content Area of Teacher or Instructional Coach: Samantha Johnson MLL Teacher in Science and Social Studies
Signature of Teacher or Instructional Coach:	[image: ]				
Date of interview: 2/27/25

Directions: When you meet with the teacher or instructional coach, ask him or her the questions below. Feel free to ask a few more related questions. Make sure you inform the teacher that you will take notes during the interview. After the interview, reflect on the interview experience by answering the reflection questions, making sure to delete the directions and brackets after you type your responses.

1. What is your background, training, and experience as an educator?
This is the 4th year as a teacher at Sunnyside and has had 2 years in ELA and 2 in Social Studies and Science. She is certified in MML.

2. What digital apps, digital programs and digital media do you use in your classroom?
Canvas, Canva, Generation Genius, Curipod, Blooket, Code.org, Kahoot


3. How do you stay current with key research that supports technology’s role in improved student learning outcomes?
Through weekly PLC meetings and staff PD days

4. When you learn that a digital tool or a pedagogical practice is not as effective as you originally thought, how do you adjust?
I will use it for good activities and add supportive materials in the areas it is lacking to create well-rounded lessons and materials. 


5. How do you engage in conversation about current research or findings from the learning sciences?
I attend conferences, read articles, and discuss in person/text form with colleagues.


6. How do you make educational research meaningful in your context?
I try to use real-world examples and apply those topics to the plan


7. What is your experience in online or blended learning environments?
Student teaching during covid has taught me a lot. I did 60-80% of my general education practicums online and the rest was hybrid. 

8. What strategies do you use to engage students in active learning in online or blended learning environments? Use a flip classroom method and include videos, online gamestyle quizzes, text readings, and work. 


9. How do you manage technology use in the classroom and in the online or blended learning environment?
Use google classroom to monitor students screens, use a signal to “stack” the ipad (meaning do not touch)


10. How do you engage students in setting clear ground rules and parameters for technology use?
Set clear expectations from the start and use signals for warnings when necessary. 


11. Reflecting upon your class, how does this specific group of students create a completely unique learning group and environment?
In the class this year we have 40 language learners out of 70 majority of which are newcomers. They speak numerous different languages. Make sure all material is tiered, slow down in instructions and repeat, allow for more peer collaboration, allow for independent exploration, and speaking opportunities.

12. How would you recognize and describe diversity as an asset?
This year in class we did a “Christmas around the world” and allowed students to share their unique traditions within their cultures and homes.


13. How do you model cultural understanding for your students?
Speak in Spanish/creole
Allow students to speak in native language and use translation tools.
Use Google translator on ipads to translate work


14. What are the factors that affect your student’s learning?
Poverty, language barriers, families not putting focus on education


15. How can technology enhance your student’s strengths and remove barriers?
Using translation apps to help close language gap
Tiering materials to students’ individual levels
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Technology Goals 

Technology is always changing, and you must stay current on new trends and how they allow you as a teacher to continue to grow.

Manage Technology Use 

If you use online textbooks or reading apps it allows for the student to have definitions by clocking on print, tiering the reading levels to their level to allow for faster growth, allows the text to be read for those with visual impairments, allows the text to be enlarged, and more. 

Apps and online assessments allow for immediate feedback and show where a student may need more growth and engagement and allow for a teacher to start implementing new plans to help the student grow in their specific areas of need. 

Cultural Competency
As a teacher you could use more real-life examples that fit with various cultures within the classroom.

This teacher acknowledged students’ backgrounds and allowed moments of sharing and created a more inclusive classroom where they are given the opportunity to feel seen, heard, and valued.  
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